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SUBJECT: US-USSR ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENT: VISIT OF US 
BIOLOGICAL AND GENETIC EFFECTS OF POLLUTANTS DELEGATION 
(02.07-11) 

1 . A GROUP OF US SPECIALISTS PARTICIPATED MAY 28 - 
JUNE 7 IN THE FIFTH WORKSHOP ON BASIC AND PRACTICAL 
APPROACHES TO ENVIRONMENTAL MUTAGENESIS AND CARCINOGENESIS 
HELD IN BAKU UNDER US-USSR ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENT. USDEL 
ADVISED THAT THE SOVIETS ORGANIZED SUBJECT WORKSHOP 
THOROUGHLY AND TREATED US PARTICIPANTS CORDIALLY. USDEL 
LEADER, HOWEVER, EXPRESSED DISAPPOINTMENT AT WORKSHOP 
RESULTS, NOTING THAT THE SOVIETS PRESENTATIONS FAILED TO 
PROVIDE ANYTHING NEW OR USEFUL. USDEL COMMENTED THAT 
WORKSHOP HAD APPARENTLY BEEN STRUCTURED IN SUCH A WAY AS 
TO PERMIT LITTLE IF ANY TIME FOR REAL DISCUSSION OF SOVIET 
PAPERS. AS A CONSQUENCE, US PARTICIPANTS WERE UNABLE TO 
PURSUE SUBJECTS PRESENTED IN SOVIET PAPERS AND 
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IN PARTICULAR TO PRESS SOVIET SCIENTISTS FOR HARD DATA 
BEHIND THEIR GENERALIZATIONS. SOVIETS ALSO FAILED TO 
PROVIDE SUFFICIENT TRANSLATION SERVICES WHICH, IN 
THE OPINION OF USDEL, SEVERELY LIMITED SUBSTANTIVE 
CONTACT. 

2. USDEL, ON THE OTHER HAND, GAVE PRESENTATIONS WHICH 
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WERE BASED ON THE LATEST US WORK IN THE FIELD AND WHICH 
CONSEQUENTLY CONTAINED MUCH NEW DATA. USDEL LEADER 
POINTED OUT THAT MOST US WORK PRESENTED AT THE BAKU WORK- 
SHOP HAD NOT YET BEEN PUBLISHED AND, AS SUCH, SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN OF GREAT VALUE TO THE SOVIETS IN THE LIGHT 
OF THE GENERAL LAB BETWEEN PUBLICATION OF US RESEARCH 
RESULTS AND THEIR DISSEMINATION (AND IMPACT) HERE. USDEL 
COMMENTED. FINALLY, THAT CONTINUED COOPERATION ON SUBJECT 
WOULD BE USEFUL AND BENEFICIAL TO THE US PROVIDED THE 
SOVIETS MADE THEIR HARD RESEARCH DATA AVAILABLE MORE FREEL 
AND DID NOT LIMIT OPPORTUNITIES FOR FREE AND INFORMAL 
DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN WORKING SCIENTISTS. BARRING THAT, 

USDEL STRESSED THAT CHIEF USE OF SUCH SEMINARS IS IN 
PROVIDING AN OPPORTUNITY FOR SCIENTISTS ON BOTH SIDES 
TO GET ACQUAINTED. 

3. COMMENT. SOVIET TENDENCY TO PRESENT GENERAL REPORTS, 
WITH LITTLE HARD, SUPPORTING DATA, IS A FREQUENT COMPLAINT 
FROM US PARTICIPANTS IN JOINT SEMINARS IN ALL OUR 
BILATERAL AGREEMENTS. US CUSTOM OF PRESENTING SPECIFIC, 
"STATE OF THE ART" REPORTS CAUSES REAL IMBALANCE IN EX- 
CHANGE OF INFORMATION. EXPERIENCE IN SUBJECT SEMINAR AGAIN 
HIGHLIGHTS NECESSITY FOR EXCHANGE OF ABSTRACTS, IF NOT 
FINAL PAPERS, WELL IN ADVANCE, AND FOR US TO STRESS TO 
SOVIETS THAT PAPERS MUST BE BALANCED IN CONTENT. MATLOCK 
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